
Within this News Flash you will find the latest info on program happenings.  
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あけまして おめでとう ございます!!! 
                       

Happy New Year! 
Seems like only yesterday we were in the 1st quarter of 2007. Perhaps you 
are thinking its hard to believe how fast the year has passed by. Or perhaps 
you’re also pondering the future, setting New Year’s resolutions in all the 
areas of your life that matter, such as  the 5Fs:  
  Faith   Family Fitness Finance Fun 
Regardless of how you define each category, we are appreciative that 
Kanji Camp Japanese Studies was a planned part of your educational goals 
for the coming year.   
 Looking back, we wish to express how proud we are of all     
students for the incredible progress they made, particularly in the final 
quarter of the year.  Each student made visible progress in his or her  per-
sonal area of lingual weakness and continued to refine areas of strength.  
 From our recent December trek to the world exam,  the educa-
tional experience proved to most students the wisdom and effectiveness of 

Sensei’s instructional methods.   After all, assuming nerves did not interfere with clear thinking, 
we are fairly confident to have passed the Kanji, grammar and reading section with high marks.  
 Looking forward, we will continue studying the Kanji Camp way, through disciplined, prac-
tice of the fundamentals.  At the same time, through the coming year students can anticipate enjoying 
some new and creative study challenges and fun cultural activities.  Linguistically,  students can ex-
pect more formalized listening drills via both audio and video formats.  
 In order to help all students improve their speaking and listening skills, all students, regard-
less of age or ability level will be expected to speak Japanese in class from the time they arrive to 
class to the time they depart.  While your sensei will use English during instruction to explain gram-
mar or   interpretive points, all students know enough language to ask questions and communicate in    
Japanese through the lesson. As you are all aware, teamwork is expected across all programs types. 
Even tag team development of questions together will allow us to achieve more individually.  
 For students on the academic track, cultural assignments and events are essential to meeting 
state requirements in the area of cultural competency. Students who did not attend any sensei created 
cultural events or sensei approved events outside of the classroom during the last year or did not sub-
mit cultural homework to the best of their grade level ability on time, earned little to NO cultural 
credit for the year.  Academic students please strategize options 
with sensei for the new year and make these events and assign-
ments a priority. 
 Culturally, we expect all students to make time to attend 
KC or IJN cultural events. We feel enough notice is given for 
students to plan these events into personal schedules. Cultural 
events offer educational opportunities to observe native Japanese 
interactions, helps students to better grasp cultural nuances that 
are essential for being successful cross-cultural communicators.  
And you never know what door you may open to a future oppor-
tunity by conversing in Japanese with natives at these events.  
 During the year ahead, we anticipate a trip to observe , 
Japanese traditional arts such as Aikido and Kyudo.  We hope to 
participate with the International Arts Festival and  are brain-
storming how we might help with the development of the Japanese Garden for the community.  We 
also are strategizing the possibility of a Japan trip for next winter.  It’s a great time to be involved 
with Kanji Camp! Stay tuned for exciting opportunities ahead! 
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Notice: This newsletter is a historic 
record of the activities of Kanji Camp, 
including the our trademark advanced 
Japanese studies programs.  All 
students are encouraged to keep 
copies for their personal educational 
records and/or life scrapbooks. 

This is KC Members ONLY 
araticle.  

 

To have full access to KC 
newsletter content,  

 

We welcome you to join 
Kanji Camp. 
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７年１２月１２日 Kanji Club はコロケとギョザを作りました！。 

Top Row: Logan-kun, Kevin-kun and Chris-kun prove men can cook! Bottom Row: Logan smiles as Weekly Warriors Aubrey-tyan and Phillip-kun join elder sibling,  Rei-tyan 
(center) in Kanji Club food preparation teamwork.  Kota-sensei steps in to offer some potato shaping advice. 

Top Row:  Weekly Warriors Aubrey-tyan and Phillip-kun, Kevin-kun and Kota-sensei.   
Bottom Row: Rei-tyan & Logan-kun partake with Toshiko-sensei & Chris-kun.  



07年１２月２７日 

JSP  
STUDENTS 

ARE 
REALLY 

COOKIN! 

Top Left, Jill-san, Michelle-san and Erika-san prepare vegetables, with Kota-sensei and Holly-san washing veggies in the background. Right: Toshiko-sensei is all smiles 
over the beautiful meat bunching and preparation work Zack-kun is doing. Left Bottom: The girls stand ready to drop veggies, while  Zack-kun and Jill-san artistically design 
the sukiyaki pot.  (right) 

Kanji Club はShell Gameを作りました！。 

Kanji Club continues its study of Japanese history, learning about early Japan and Prince Shotoku and Prince Naka no Oe.  Each student makes a traditional 
Japanese game dating from the days of the Japanese imperial court, called the shell game.  Top Left Design, Chris-kun   Top Right Design : Kevin-kun  Bottom 
Left Design: Rei-tyan,  Right Design: Logan-kun 



INSIDE THIS ISSUE:  

Kanji Camp  Begins Year of the  Rat 
Kanji Camp Shutdown, Kanji Club Class Time Change and Policy Changes 

Safe Travels 
   Wishing Donna-san safe travels   
during her New Years trip to Japan 
to visit her Japanese family. We look 
forward to hearing all about her trip 
when she returns.   
 

Ps & Qs 
   Special thanks to Carol Dierckes 
(Chris’ mom) for donating the high 
quality card stock and envelopes to 
Kanji Club for a special New Years 
studies related craft project.  
 

Materials Fee Reminder 
With the acquisition of texts as well 
as new audio, video, and other class 
material  supplements, please pay the 
2008 materials fee ($100) in January. 
A link is provided via this email. 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
NEW RULE REMINDERS 

   December marked annual renewal 
time Please be sure to read the  up-
dated 2008 Kanji Camp SOPs. These 
documents will be given the first 
week of classes for the new term or 
mailed home in the case of minor 
students.  
  As you know we do our best to 
work with students who provide ad-
vance warning of family outings or              
professional obligations that might     
impact the normal lesson schedule.    
Lessons needing to be rescheduled 
due other student commitments must 
be   rescheduled during the same 
month.  This may mean students 
need make a Saturday or Sunday 
afternoon            appointment. 
     Only due to the impact of winter    
holiday travel may an instructor of-
fer additional lessons to your student 
in a following month. A key point to 
remember in this case is that no 
make-up session may be used in lieu 
of a normal session. And it is up to 
the student to meet the make-up 
times offered.   

Indy Japan Network 新聞 

 Indy Japan Network launched its 
first, mini, special preview issue. Described 
as an Edutainment publication for native 
Japanese living within Indiana, the magazine  
is written completely in Japanese.  It can be a 
good reading practice tool and challenge for 
students. Please watch your local Japanese 
restaurant or supermarket for a copy. Or 
contact BlazeCom for subscription rates. 
Sponsor and advertiser inquires welcome.  
Please contact info@IndyJapan.org. With 
your well wishes, we hope the publication to 
grow in success similarly to other similar 
resources in other major cities.  To learn 
more about the Indy Japan Network, please 
v i s i t  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  w e b s i t e :  
www.IndyJapan.org. 

Kanji Club New Year’s Classes
 REMINDER! Kanji Club will have its 
make-up session for Christmas week on 
Thursday, January 3, 2008, allowing us to 
lengthen the Club’s New Years celebrations.  
That means students will have sessions two 
days in a row that week. We look forward to 
seeing Kanji Club members on Wednesday 
January 2nd and Thursday, January 3rd.  
 Also, don’t forget, Kanji Club shifted  
its time slot earlier in the classroom for the 
remaining winter months. We’ll see Kanji Club 
members during January and February and 
probably March from 5:00 — 7:00 p.m. We 
hope this shift in timing will help students get 
back to important family dinners etc.  
 For those of you who have agreed to 
help with carpooling.  Please make sure you 
connect by January 2nd with your tag team 
family, so everyone makes it to club on time.  
 

 
 
 

Kanji Camp Closed January 7th 
As you know, Kanji Camp virtually never shuts 
down during the year. Never the less, Kanji 
Camp is closed Monday, January 7, 2007.   All 
students with Monday sessions will have 
make-up sessions on Thursday, January 10, 
2007.  Please confirm your appointment time 
with your sensei, especially Chris-kun.  

A BlazeCom  program  

www.KanjiCamp.com 
the founders of:  

2008 EXAM AUTHORIZATION 
 Thanks to your loyal      studentship, 
Kanji Camp is growing in recognition within 
the  community.  In 2007 Westfield High 
School recognized us by affording students 
who study with us two years of foreign lan-
guage credit.  Sensei has continued to teach 
and grow the IUPUI CLN   program.        
Universities and colleges are taking note of 
our skill. And much of KC curriculum and 
disciplined practices will be published.   
 While Kanji Camp has long set its 
own standards of excellence with regard to 
what it means to be a competent, bilingual 
cross-cultural communicator, these external 
recognitions also bring with it greater respon-
sibility for us.  We have been very apprecia-
tive of students recognizing that good       
programs must change a little here and there 
through continuous improvement—what the 
Japanese call kaizen.   
 In 2008, we plan to achieve several 
other external recognitions, which we hope to 
share with you soon. With regard to students 
pursuing the 2008 exam, to be approved by 
sensei for the exam, students need to not only 
demonstrate potential for success on the 
exam, but also need to have 90% attendance 
rate and a 95% independent study assignment   
submissions yielding a “B” average by Fall 
registration deadlines.  Yup, stuff is graded. 
 Additionally, this past year’s        
experience  and confusion on the paperwork       
indicates that we will have an exam registra-
tion session in 2008. Presently, we’re think-
ing students who earn the opportunity to 
challenge the exam should plan to attend a 
documentation session in late September. 
Therein everyone will complete the paper-
work at the same time.  And we will then 
make a school submission to the examination 
center.  Sensei is also brainstorming via the 
IJN how we might get a testing center           
established in Indiana, so we don’t have to 
brave winter elements to gain this experi-
ence.  Since it takes quite a few students to 
do this, we will greatly appreciate your new 
client referrals during January and February.   

 


