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Ramping up to exam day 
 With approximately four weeks until the Proficiency Test, students who 
earned the right to register for the exam are using every class period focused on 
mastering key vocabulary and grammar concepts. As reading speed will naturally 
be important on a timed test, students have been coached since October by Kanji 
Camp instructors in efficient test taking strategies.  

   Each class period has been specifically focused on learning and practicing 
speed reading techniques, so students can effectively manage their limited test 
time. The goal is to recognize and blast through simple vocabulary or kanji check 
questions. These test questions typically assess whether or not the student has 
mastered simple vocabulary use or verb conjugations. By using the suggested 
techniques, students can utilize more time on more complex grammar questions.   

 More advanced questions attempt to trick the student in areas of 
“grammatical spelling”, such as does a certain form retain an I sound or not.     
These questions will assess if the student has understood how to conjugate verbs, 
i-adjectives or na-adjectives correctly or convert them to use them in multiples of 
complex sentences. Additionally, the exam challenges a student on what descrip-
tive forms can modify a noun or verb. Additionally, the exam should have a hand-
ful of culturally sensitive language questions to confirm whether or not the student 
has mastered Japanese social etiquette or special communication nuances that 
function beyond the standard rules of grammar or vocabulary.    

 By teaching efficiency strategies, we aim to help students focus natural 
test anxiety nerves which can cause a student to over-think test questions or inter-
fere with interpretation speed.  Nervousness and worry about time causes the  
student to get bogged down in reading characters.  And they can freeze up if the 
find a word within a sentences for which they cannot remember the meaning. 
These occurrences that we have consistently observed can lead to misinterpreting 
language. Therefore, we discuss how to effectively answer questions when a     
vocab brain far occurs. On top of this, Mr. E teaches a very specific order in how to 
interpret Japanese sentences, so that the student comes up with the most       
accurate interpretation of the reading as possible, so the best answer can be se-
lected. Sometimes two answers may work, so we need to know how to eliminate 
the trick.     

 One challenge that beginning to intermediate students have is fighting 
their own English mind dialogue. They start reading, recognize a few words and 
then start interpreting before they are truly finished processing the written word. 
When this happens the student is almost always incorrect in their interpretation or 
they ad more information than is actually conveyed in the sentence.  Anyhoo,    
November will continue with test taking drills.  It will be key for students to not 
miss class. Furthermore, some students may wish to consider having some extra 
private lessons to work on any personal concern areas. For those interested in   
additional sessions, please email us and we’ll work you into the schedule, even if it 
means special appointments on Saturday or Sunday afternoons this month.  

 Student test tickets have begun to arrive this week. In closing, we would 
encourage parents who plan to over-night before the test to secure their hotel 
rooms ASAP near the testing center in Chicago.  We ask students to wear their 
Kanji Camp t-shirts to display positive team spirit.  
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100 Kanji  Certificate Earned 
Congratulations to adult student, Stacy 
Slavings for earning the 100 Kanji Certifi-
cate on 10/16/07 from disciplined self-
study!!!  

Other Certificates Awarded 
Congratulations to Michelle  & Jill  for 
earning their Hiragana     Certificates and 
to Zack  for earning his Katakana Certifi-
cate on 10/16/07/07!!! Good progress by 
Erika and Jyu.  

 
Special Student Awards 

On November 3, 2007, Kanji Club study 
team had their Spirited Away Party, where 
students dressed up as their favorite 
Japanese character.  Congratulations to 
Kevin  for earning the People’s Choice 
award from a vote by fellow    teammates 
for his Mai Monsuta     (My monster) es-
say.  Additional honor goes  to Rei  for 
earning the  Instructor’s Choice  award for 
her  disciplined artwork, labeling and 
related descriptive essay that followed all 
the requested criteria. See her artistic and 
colorful creation here.  Logan should 
receive an honorable mention for his 
creative computer work. 

 
                   

Developing the  Indy Japan Network  
 The Indianapolis Japanese Society 
will likely be changing its name to the  Indy 
Japan    Network. Our goal for doing this is 
to ensure there is no confusion between the 
relatively new fledgling organization and a 
veteran Japan business organization. Serving 
two completely different purposes, it is             
important to keep the names distinctly dif-
ferent.   The goal of the Network is to help 
foster friendship among Japanese and     
American families living right here in       
Hamilton County and Northern Indianapolis.  
The idea behind Indy Japan has been a social 
network, where people who love Japan can 
gather for food, folks and fun and occasional 
travel outings.  On top of these community 
purposes, the organization will  be  expand-
ing its Liaison and Transition Services with 
KC’s help.  For families interested in            
volunteering skills or talents to help grow 
the fledging group, please lend us your ideas 
via email: info@IndyJapan.org. 

１１月の日本の休み 
Important days in November 

 November 3rd is Bunka no Hi, a 
national holiday on which culture and free-
dom and peace are celebrated. Schools and 
the government award individuals for the 
special, cultural contributions to the commu-
nity through work or hobby activities.   
 November 15 is Shichigosan.       
This special festival for children is not a    
national holiday. Girls of age three and seven 
and boys of age three and five are cele-
brated, hence the day’s name.  These chil-
dren dress in special kimono and visit 
shrines, where families pray for the child’s 
good health and growth. 
 November 23 (national holiday) is 
the closest thing Japan has to Thanksgiving.  
Called Labour Thanksgiving Day  or kinro 
kansha no hi, this national holiday honors 
labour and we want to celebrate our hard 
working advanced studies students.  To   
celebrate this, Kanji Camp will dine Sunday, 
November 25, 2007 from 12:30-2:00 p.m. at  
Journeys on 96th Street.  Families are wel-
come. Cost per person is estimated to be 
approximately $13.00 including tip.  Please 
RSVP family numbers so we can request a 
sizeable room. Students please wear your KC 
shirt.  

Kanji Camp News, Past, Present & Future . . . 
 “Kanji Camp” began as a summer camp to help 
students prevent brain drain during the summer months away 
from school.  The first to register, Terra Keck an amazing,  
Japanese loving, manga artist and her family have since moved 
out of state and back apparently.  Then one future oriented, 
forward thinking Mom asked Blake-sensei to tutor her son 
during the year .  Ever loyal he’s still with us . . . and slowly 
Kanji Club has grown in a planned and controlled way, one 
carefully selected student family at a time.  With each passing 
month, curriculum and programming evolves. Heading into the 
final academic quarter, we recognize that the program needs to 
continue growing to best serve our student family’s educational 
needs. Therefore, please anticipate continued positive changes 
to benefit everyone.  

 Some things to look forward to is our Kanji Club 
students will be taking on some article writing for our newspa-
per.  Students will use their Japanese (and English) talents to 
write from their own point of view about their experiences at 
Kanji Camp.  With some budding literary and graphic artists, we 
are also    hoping to receive some comic stills.  Mr. E is also 
trying to convince the life partner of one of our female adult 
students to share some of his popular online comic strips.     
(The latest 411 is one of the main character’s storylines will 
soon be including some Japanese elements.)  So  January 
should be very promising for this little newsletter.  
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